
Year 1 Medium Term Plan-Spring 1 - Materials 
 

 

Lesson 1 

I can carry out simple 

investigations. 

Discuss the problem: Miss 

Short needs a new umbrella 

and she would like to make 

one but is unsure which 

material to use.  

Show children 4 materials 

they will use and children 

make a prediction.  

How can we find out?  

Children carry out an 

investigation testing the 

materials to find out if 

they are waterproof. 

Children record findings 

and report back to Miss 

Short telling her which 

material is best to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lesson 3 

I can carry out simple 

investigations. 

Discuss the problem: Mrs 

Edwards is going to Wales 

on holiday and she wants to 

go sailing in the sea but she 

does not have a boat. 

Show children a boat and 

discuss the properties of a 

boat.  

Show children a range of 

materials and discuss their 

properties.  

Each group choose a 

material they think is best to 

create a boat. Children 

create their boat and test to 

see how many people 

(marbles) the boat will hold. 

 

 

Lesson 4 

I can use grouping and 

sorting skills to identify and 

classify.  

Children make predictions 

of objects that can be 

recycled and objects that 

cannot be recycled by sorting 

the pictures into two groups. 

Show children the messy 

magpie (all about recycling). 

How are objects recycled?  

Children sort objects 

according to their material 

and recycled the objects 

accordingly. 

 

Lesson 5 

I can use grouping and 

sorting skills to identify and 

classify.  

Provide children with a 

range of objects on their 

tables. Explain to children 

before we can recycle these 

objects we need to sort them 

into the correct boxes. How 

do we recycle objects? (by 

their material). 

Children sort the objects into 

the correct boxes. 

Children use the recycled 

objects and create a new toy 

using recycled objects. 

Children take a photograph 

of their new toy and label 

the objects and materials 

that have been recycled. 

Lesson 6 

I know a famous scientist. 

Show children a news video 

of how plastic is damaging 

the environment.  

What is the plastic doing to 

our environment? 

Why is this happening? 

Where did plastic come 

from? Alexander Parkes.  

Did he want plastic to 

pollute our environment?  

Show children images for 

them to idenfity the plastic 

pollution hot points.  

What can we do to help our 

environment?  

Children create a poster to 

put up in our local 

environment to stop plastic 

pollution. 

 

I can name the 

countries of the 

UK.  

  

 
Resources: 

Images 

Objects 

Boxes  

Glue 

 

Resources: 

Images 

Objects 

Boxes  

I can name the type of 

jobs people do in our 

local area. 

  

 

I can use my 

observations to suggest 

answers to questions. 

  

 

I can carry out simple 

investigations. 

 

Year 1 

Spring 2 

Materials 

Children will explore and be exposed to 

different types of materials. They will 

learn the difference between an 

everyday object and everyday materials 

and develop their understanding of how 

most objects are made from more than 

one material. Children will carry out 

investigates to test the properties of 

different materials for different 

purposes.  

 

Key Questions 

What are the properties of these materials? 

Are these materials waterproof? 

Are these materials transparent? 

Do these materials float or sink?  

Which materials can we recycle? 

How do we recycle? 

Who invented plastic? 

 

 I can carry out simple investigations. 

 I can use my observations to suggest answers to questions. 

 I can carry out simple investigations. 

 I can use grouping and sorting skills to identify and classify.  

 

I can use grouping and 

sorting skills to identify 

and classify.  

  

 

I can compare and 

contrast two British 

localities in terms of 

weather  

  

 

Resources:  

Water 

Materials 

Marbles 

Bowls 

Resources:  

Dolls house 

Materials 

Vocabulary cards 

Resources: 

Facts 

Images 

Paper 

Colours 

Lesson 2 

I can use my observations to 

suggest answers to questions. 

Discuss the problem: Mrs 

Dhaliwal wants to build a 

doll’s house for her daughter’s 

birthday but she needs to know 

which materials she needs. 

Show children a dolls house 

and discuss the properties of a 

dolls house.  

Which material is best used 

for windows? 

Show children 4 materials 

they will use and children 

make a prediction.  

Children carry out an 

investigation testing the 

materials to find out if they 

are opaque or transparent. 

Children write a list of 

materials that Mrs Dhaliwal 

needs. 

 


